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Week 04: Who did Jesus Claim to Be (Messiah and the Son of Man) 

Topic to be covered: 

• What did Jesus Christ say? 

• What did Jesus Christ do?  

Background: 

• The nation of Israel had been waiting on a “Messiah” that would come to save them. 

o The Israelites were under Roman Rule. 

§ Which is why they were excited to hear a “Messiah” (a.k.a. Savior) had arrived 

§ Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about 

in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son 

of Joseph” John 1:45 

o Their understanding was that the Messiah would be a descendant of King of David and 

become king over Israel and all nations. 

§ The Greek word for Messiah is “Christos” 

• Jesus was their hope: 

• Ex: Counterfeit money: 

o We have counterfeit saviors 

§ We put our hopes in things that we made up: 

• money (once I get my money…) 

• Status (once I get promoted…) 

• Relationship: (once I get married…) 

• Family (once I have a child…) 
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• All of these are good, but they can’t be the source of our 

hope! 

• When true tragedy comes, these counterfeits won’t help us 

• Jesus is not counterfeit!   

o And He came when they needed Him 

Criteria for a Messiah 

• The Messiah was an important figure in the Jewish tradition 

o Many of the prophets had mentioned a “savior” that would come once things got 

‘bad’ 

§ According to the Israelites, things were ‘bad’ (they were under the rule of 

Rome) 

• In order to help them identify the proper figure as the ‘messiah,’ the prophets had listed 

the following criteria: 

o The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem and rule of Israel 

§ “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 

clans[a] of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over 

Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Micah 5:2 

o A messenger would precede the Messiah and “prepare the way”  

§ A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for 

the Lord[a]; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.[b] …” 

Isaiah 40:3-5 

• The Messiah is an important figure! 
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Jesus Meets the Criteria for the Messiah 

• Born in Bethlehem: 

o “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea …” Matthew 2:1 

• A messenger (John) preceded the Jesus: 

• “He [John] went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 

Isaiah the prophet:  ‘A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 

Lord,  make straight paths for him…And all people will see God’s salvation.’”[a] Luke 

3:3-9 

Who did Christ claim to be? 

 

• When John asks Jesus if He is the Messiah, Christ responds in the following manner: 

o “When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his 

disciples 3 to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 

else?’ 

o  Jesus replied, ‘Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.6 Blessed is anyone 

who does not stumble on account of me.’”  Matthew 11:2-6 

• When Christ is sitting next to Jacob’s Well, he speaks to a Samaritan woman 

o Ex: Finding the right exit  

• He declares Himself to be the Messiah to her. 
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o  The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he 

comes, he will explain everything to us.”  Then Jesus declared, “I, the one 

speaking to you—I am he.  John 4:25-26 

• Jesus also referred to Himself as the Son of Man. 

• We find this term being used in the book of Daniel (Daniel’s vision)  

o “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 

man,[a] coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and 

was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 

nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never 

be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14 

§ It is clear, the Son of Man is also an important figure 

• The bible is replete with statements made by Christ Jesus referring Himself as the Son of 

Man: 

o “And he said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the 

third day be raised to life.’ Luke 9:22 

• Notice the article “the” being used instead of “a” 

o The Old Testament uses ‘a’ son of man because it is introducing us the person 

o The New Testament uses ‘the’ because it is referring back to the introduced person  

The Actions of Christ: 

• Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem:  
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o Jesus orders two of His disciples to go to a village and bring Him a colt (donkey) 

that was tied up.  When the disciples brought the colt to Jesus, He sat on it and He 

entered Jerusalem.  As Christ Jesus entered Jerusalem the crowd greeted Him 

shouting “Hosanna Hosanna!”  Mark 11:1-11  

§ The same people crucified Him the next week! 

• Ex: Are we just a fan? 

• The significance of this event can easily be seen when one realizes of the long awaiting 

prophecy found in the book of Zechariah: 

o “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes 

to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 

a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9 

What Does All This Mean? 

• Christ, at least, believed to be the Messiah 

o He was letting the nation of the Israel know that He was the expected Messiah 

• Things to consider: 

o If He was not the Messiah, why would He be willing to be crucified? 

§ Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Listen carefully to what I am about to 

tell you:  the Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.” 

Luke 9:44 

7 He was treated badly and made to suffer.     But he didn’t open his mouth. 
He was led away like a lamb to be killed. … He was arrested and sentenced to death.  

Book of __?_____ 

 


