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Week 07:  Postmortem Appearances 

Topics to be covered: 

• Postmortem appearances to both believers and non-believers 

• Postmortem appearances to individuals, small groups of believers, and large group of 

believers 

• Difference between a “most mortem experience” and a “vision” 

Paul’s Account of the Appearances 

 

• The writings of Saint Paul is perhaps one of the earliest writings we have from the New 

Testament.    

• Especially the message recorded in 1 Corinthians 15, which is believed to be an 

oral tradition that was passed down from one person to the next. 

• The original message is believed to have emerged in the Christian community 

between 34-39 AD! 

§ “I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been 

passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He 

was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the 

Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, 

he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he was seen by James 

and later by all the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been born at the 

wrong time, I also saw him. 1 Corinthians 15:3-9 

• Paul’s message discloses that Christ, after His crucifixion, was seen by: 
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• Peter: 

§ There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered 

with them,  who said, “The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.  

Luke 24:33-34 

§ Luke conveys to his readers the claim being made by the eleven disciples 

(which includes Peter.) 

• However, Luke found it necessary to give special attention to 

Peter.   

• This complements Paul’s oral tradition message 

o Peter was afraid to preach in Rome so he was heading back 

o But Jesus is revealed to Peter 

§ We might be scared at these times to preach about 

Christ.    

• But we should focus our eyes on Jesus. 

• Whenever we are afraid, let’s fix our eyes 

on Jesus 

• the Twelve 

• the postmortem appearances occurred BEFORE Matthias replaced 

Judas 

o “the Twelve” is/was a name given to the group of the original 

disciples of Christ 

§ Judas lost his owner.  He did not know what was with 

him. 
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“One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the 

others when Jesus came. 25 … Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”  

John 20:24-29 

• Like the saints who lived before us. 

• more than 500 of his followers  

• After mentioning more than 500 of His followers saw Christ after 

crucifixion, Paul mentions most of whom are still alive, though some 

have died. 

• all the apostles 

§ Appeared to the women disciples 

§ Appeared to the “Twelve” 

§ Appeared to the 72 

• Paul 

“Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill 

the Lord’s followers.[a] So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters 

addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the 

arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—both 

men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains. As he was approaching Damascus 

on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone down around him. 4 He fell to 

the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you 

persecuting me?” “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “I am 

Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6  Acts 9: 1-9 
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• Saul was a man who was from the line of Benjamin and a member of 

the Sanhedrin.   

• He was present during the stoning of Saint Stephen.  (see Acts 7:57-59 for 

details). 

o This shows that Saul was a man who did NOT believe in Christ.    

• Nevertheless, on the road to Damascus we are told that Christ appeared to 

Saul.    

o This event caused Saul to renounce his name and adopt the new 

name assigned to him … Paul.   

• Paul ends up writing 14 of the 21 epistles that we find in the New 

Testament.   

o As a result of his new conversion, he was not only persecuted and 

jailed numerous times, but was also executed.     

Appearance or Vision?    

• Saint Stephen had a vision before he was stoned.   

“The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook their fists at 

him in rage. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory 

of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told 

them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at 

God’s right hand!” Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They rushed 

at him 58 and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  His accusers took off their 

coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul.  As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, 
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“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with 

this sin!” And with that, he died.” Acts 7:54-58 

• When Saint Stephen had a VISION, nobody else was able to see his vision. 

• During the stoning, notice, Saint Stephen prayed! 

o He did not converse with Christ but PRAYED TO CHRIST! 

o Although we believe as Christians that Christ is with us at all times, we do not 

believe that he is physically present with us.   

• In the case of the postmortem appearances, we find a physical presence of Christ. 

o Doubting Thomas had a chance to PHYSICALLY touch Christ Jesus.   

o All the people present were able to see Christ.   

§ i.e. he appeared to groups of believers 

o In Luke’s account of the appearance to His disciples, Jesus Christ shares a 

meal with them! 

“Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with 

doubt?39 Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch 

me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you 

see that I do.” 40 As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet. Still they 

stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you 

have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate 

it as they watched.  Luke 24:38-43 


